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EXAMINER'S AMENDMENT 


Pursuant to a telephone conversation with Mr. Kamrath on 7/18/06, the following 
changes were agreed upon, which changes places this application in condition for 
allowance. 

Claim 21 has been cancelled and new claim 55 substituted therefore as follows: 
/ 

- - Claim Jafx Method for producing a food item having an irregular and random 
pattern of a food ingredient contained therein comprising: flowing a flowable food 
product through a fill tube in a flow direction; and introducing a food ingredient into the 
flowing flowable food product in the fill tube though an entry point in the form of a first 
duct formed in a supply tube spaced from a free end of the supply tube, with the supply 
tube being formed by an annular wall extending from outside the fill tube to the free end 
of the supply tube inside the fill tube, and the annular wall having an inner surface and 
an outer surface spaced from each other by the thickness of the annular wall, said 
flowing the flowable food product through said fill tube comprising flowing the flowable 
food product through said fill tube to contact the outer surface of said annular wall of 
said supply tube; said introducing the food ingredient into the flowable food product 
comprising flowing the food ingredient within the inner surface of said annular wall of 
said supply tube, with the first duct creating a channel and extending through the 
annular wall of the supply tube from the inner surface to the outer surface of the supply 
tube to provide fluid communication between the supply tube and the fill tube through 
the thickness of the annular wall of the supply tube; said first duct extending through the 
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annular wall of the supply tube at an acute angle with the longitudinal axis of the supply 
tube in the upstream direction opposite to the flow direction of said flowable food 
product; said free end of the supply tube and said first duct formed in said supply tube 
being located inside of the fill tube, with the supply tube extending into the fill tube in the 
flow direction of said flowable food product; said supply tube having a cross sectional 
size considerably smaller than the fill tube so as not to adversely affect the flowable 
food material flowing through the fill tube; said first duct terminating at the outer surface 
of said annular wall of said supply tube and not presenting a ledge in the fill tube behind 
which the flow of food product can build up, said first duct terminating at the inner 
surface of said annular wall of said supply tube and not blocking the flow of the food 
ingredient in the supply tube; said introducing the food ingredient comprising flowing the 
food ingredient through the supply tube in the flow direction of said flowable food 
product and through the first duct in said annular wall of said supply tube at said acute 
angle so that said food ingredient is introduced into the flow of flowable food product in 
said fill tube in a direction opposite to the flow direction of said flowable food product so 
that the food ingredient is introduced into the flowable food product in an irregular and 
random pattern which does not intermix throughout the flowable food material after the 
flowable food material passes through the fill tube. - - 

In claims 22,25,29,32,41, and 54, line 1, "21" has been changed to read - - 55 - -; 

The title has been changed to read - - Method For Making A Patterned Food 

Product - -; 



STEVE WEINSTEIN 
PRIMARY EXAMINER 
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Reasons For Allowance 


Upon further consideration, the art taken as a whole does not fairly teach 


or suggest adding a food ingredient to a flowing flowable food product by flowing the 
food ingredient in a supply tube inside a filling tube and allowing the flowing food 
ingredient to flow from inside the supply tube to outside of the supply tube and into the 
fill tube through a duct in the supply tube which is at an acute angle opposite to the flow 
direction of both the food product and the food ingredient in the fill tube and supply tube, 
respectively, so that the food ingredient is introduced into the flow of food product 
opposite to the flow direction of the food product, forming an irregular and random 
pattern in the food product. 


STEVE WEINSTEIN (-J^) 
PRIMARY EXAMINER 



